
he Satilla Rural Electric Membership Corp. (REMC) 
Foundation donated four checks totaling $25,000 in 

December for education to benefit area communities and resi-
dents of southeast Georgia.

The generous donations will be used to support student 
and program success at South Georgia State College (SGSC), 
Wiregrass Georgia Technical College (WGTC) and Coastal 
Pines Technical College (CPTC) through student scholarships, 
program equipment, capital projects and other worthy invest-
ments that promote a highly skilled workforce. Funding for 
the monetary awards were made possible through voluntary 
contributions from Satilla REMC members who round up their 
monthly electrical services bills.

Representatives from Satilla REMC stopped by SGSC’s 
Waycross campus in December to meet with the college’s 
Advancement Team and presented a check in support of 
SGSC’s faculty, staff and students. Jim Tucker, Satilla REMC 
Director of Customer Services and Power Supply, and Romeo 
Reyes, Satilla REMC President/CEO, presented Taylor 
Hereford, SGSC Director of Advancement, and Cathy Hand, 
SGSC Assistant Director of Advancement, with a check for 
$10,000.

Satilla REMC Foundation Makes Donations to  
College Students and Programs
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From left, Jim Tucker, Satilla REMC Director of Customer Services and 
Power Supply; Taylor Hereford, South Georgia State College (SGSC) 
Director of Advancement; Cathy Hand, SGSC Assistant Director of 
Advancement; and Romeo Reyes, Satilla REMC President/CEO.

From left, Mona Mackenzie, Wiregrass Georgia Technical  
College Executive (WGTC) Director of Advancement; Jim 
Tucker, Satilla REMC Director of Customer Services and Power 
Supply; DeAnnia Clements, WGTC President; and Elizabeth 
Vickers, WGTC Executive Director of Fundraising.

From left, Ty Thomas, Coastal Pines Technical College (CPTC) Lineman  
Instructor; Romeo Reyes, Satilla REMC President/CEO; Jim Tucker,  
Satilla REMC Director of Customer Services and Power Supply; and  
Lonnie Roberts, CPTC President. Electrical Lineworker Program students  
also pictured.

(Continued on page 2)



A Washington Youth Tour Love Story
yler Day and Sarah Kate Miles Day 
met during the 2012 Washington 

Youth Tour trip, but little did they know 
that they were meeting their future 
spouse.

“I remember first talking to Tyler 
on one of our many bus rides on the 
trip,” says Sarah Kate, who is from Alma 
and represented Satilla Rural Electric 
Membership Corp. on the trip. “But we 
really became close friends on day five 
during the riverboat cruise,” says Tyler, 
who represented Rayle EMC on the WYT 
and is from Maxeys.

They talked daily for the first few 
months after the trip.

“Eventually, we decided that we 
could try to make a long-distance rela-
tionship work,” Tyler, 29, says.

Tyler and Sarah Kate, who lived about 175 miles apart at 
the time, had a long-distance relationship through the rest of 
high school and undergraduate school. Sarah Kate attended 
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, and Tyler attended 
the University of Georgia in Athens, which are about 160 miles 
apart.

“He proposed our sophomore year of college, and we got 
married shortly after undergrad and before we moved to Bir-
mingham for me to attend optometry school at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham,” Sarah Kate, 28, says.

The couple married on June 10, 2017, and they now live 
in Alma.

Nearly 12 years later, the Days still have very fond memo-
ries of the Youth Tour that brought them together.

“[The] WYT is an awesome trip, not just because of the 
sites in Washington, D.C., but because of the friends that you’ll 
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make as well,” Tyler says. “I also feel like it is important at that 
age to get out of your comfort zone and spend a week away 
from family with a taste of independence. Getting to spend 
a week immersed in the sites and museums of our nation’s 
capital is just a bonus.”

For Sarah Kate, it was an incredible opportunity to meet 
students from all different backgrounds and form a network of 
colleagues from throughout Georgia.

“Also, the trip is crafted and coordinated so beautifully 
that you feel like a VIP the entire trip!” she adds.

Today, Tyler is beginning a new career as a financial 
planner after working as a research analyst for a commer-
cial-development advisory firm for many years. Sarah Kate is 
an optometrist in her hometown, practicing with two other 
doctors.

“It has been an incredible honor to help care for the com-
munity that invested so much in me growing up,” she says.

Top: Sarah Kate Miles Day met her 
now-husband, Tyler Day, during the 
2012 Washington Youth Tour.  
Right: The Days got married in  
2017 and now live in Alma.

In a presentation on WGTC’s Douglas campus, Tucker 
presented Mona Mackenzie, WGTC Executive Director of 
Advancement; DeAnnia Clements, WGTC President; and 
Elizabeth Vickers, WGTC Executive Director of Fundraising, 
with a $5,000 check to benefit the students they serve.

Also, in December, Reyes presented Ty Thomas, CPTC 
Lineman Instructor, with a donation of $10,000. The donation 
will be used to fund scholarships for the Electrical Lineworker 
Program, and to directly support students and costs associated 
with this program, including tuition, books and supplies.

At this same time, Reyes presented Lonnie Roberts, 
President of CPTC, with an additional $10,000 check to sup-
port the technical college’s general scholarship fund. This 
donation will be used to help students at CPTC who need 
additional financial assistance with tuition, fees and books.

The Satilla REMC Foundation was established in 1999 
and has awarded more than $2 million to date in scholarships 
and grants intended to enhance the educational opportunities 
available in our service area.
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hen record-setting cold temperatures 
hit the area, most of us stay indoors and 

look for ways to stay warm. This can mean you 
may see higher-than-normal electric bills the  
following month, which begs the question: 
“Why does my bill go up when it’s cold  
outside?”
• It’s a frigid fact that you use more energy in 

cold weather.
• Most people spend more time at home 

when it’s cold, thus using more energy.
• Your heating system works much harder 

to keep your home comfortable in cold 
weather. Even if you don’t change your 
thermostat setting, it runs longer to heat 
your home. And if it’s an older furnace or 
heat system, it may have to work harder to 
keep you warm enough to combat those 
bone-chilling  
temperatures we experienced.

• Even gas-heating systems use electricity to 
power the fan and distribute warm air.

• Chances are, you took more hot showers 
and baths, and used more hot water.

• You may have used space heaters and  
electric blankets more than usual, which 
can consume a lot of energy when left on 
for hours.

Source: https://www.midwestrec.com/why-my-
electric-bill-so-high-winter#:~:text=It’s%20a%20
frigid%20fact%20that,longer%20to%20heat%20

your%20home.

Why Is My Electric Bill So High?
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When the difference 
between outside and 
inside is significant, 

your heating system 
must run more to 
condition your home.

Energy Efficiency Tip the Month
Washing windows and screens is a great way to 
practice energy efficiency during spring cleaning. 
Clean windows and screens make your home 
brighter by allowing more sunlight in, reducing 
the need for lamps and fixtures. Clean screens 
also allow more fresh air in the home when the 
windows are open to recycle indoor air. Natural 
light and clean air are energy savers, and they 
enhance overall health and productivity.

Source: www.energy.gov



Equipment for Sale: Invitation to Bid

Unit 155 
2000 Chevrolet Silverado
• 4.8L V-8
• AT/AC 
• Approximately 136,376 

miles

Unit 198
2003 Chevrolet Trailblazer
• 4.2L V-6 
• AT/AC
• Approximately 111,418 

miles

Unit 243
2007 Chevrolet Silverado
• 4.8L V8 
• AT/AC
• Approximately 125,069 

miles

Unit 286
2011 Ford F150
• 5.0L V8 
• AT/AC
• Approximately 200,310 

miles

atilla REMC will be accepting sealed bids on the vehicles and/or equipment 
listed above. When bidding, please specify the unit number, amount of bid, 

and the bidder’s name, address and daytime telephone number. Bids are accept-
ed in writing only and must be addressed to:  

Satilla REMC
Attention: John Sweat
P.O. Box 906
Alma, GA 31510 

 Write the words “Bid Enclosed” on the envelope. The deadline for bid sub-
missions is 2 p.m. on Thursday, April 11.
 Vehicles may be seen at Satilla REMC’s Alma office at 928 Highway 32 E. 
Vehicles are sold on an “as-is” basis. Buyers are responsible for all taxes. Some 
repairs may be necessary.
    Satilla REMC reserves the right to refuse any and all bids.
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“A People/Power Partnership!”

Board of Directors
R. L. Lewis Jr.

Chairman-(912) 614-7707

Thomas J. Morris
Vice Chairman -(229) 300-0290

Jerry E. Boatright
Secretary-(912) 218-0312

James W. Waters
Treasurer-(912) 281-8609

 
David H. Bennett Jr.-(912) 283-6430
Joseph M. Bennett-(912) 294-7656
Hugh L. Brantley-(912) 375-1172

Scott Day-(912) 327-0766

Romeo Reyes
 President/Chief Executive Officer

Jim Tucker
Director, 

Customer Services and Power Supply

Sammy Boatright
Director, Line Services

Bob Bennett
Director, Distribution Services

John Sweat
Director, System Services

Jennifer Gainey
Director, Administrative Services

Blake Williams
Director, IT and Fiber Optic Services

Matt Parker
Editor

Telephone Numbers
Alma Office

(912) 632-7222
Douglas Office
(912) 384-1964

Hazlehurst Office
(912) 375-7765

Jesup Office
(912) 427-9561

Toll-Free Number (888) 738-6926
This institution is an equal opportunity  

provider and employer.
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